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Herndon Festival 2017 

Another success for the WVMGRS group! The layout was great, flowers gave it color, and lots of great trains ran over the 

course of the weekend. Thanks to all who helped. The coordinators will provide an article for the July meeting, in the meantime, 

check out the photos throughout the newsletter. 

Panorama of our town 

The WV&M Line 

Photos on this page by 
Ralph Fox, Sue Schmaltz, 

and Jebby Rasputnis 



2018 Meetings 

The WV & M Line 

Calendar of Events 

Upcoming WVMGRS Displays Other Train Related Events 

G Scale Trains Outside at Fairfax Station 
July 30, 2017 

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum 

Fairfax Station, Virginia 

 

Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show 
August 26-27, 2017 

Dulles Expo Center 

Chantilly, Virginia 

33rd National Garden Railway Convention 
July 10-15, 2017 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 

Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show 
August 5-6, 2017 

Maryland State Fairgrounds 

Timonium, Maryland 
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All meetings start at 1:00 pm, unless otherwise noted. 

*June 17 – Operating Session at Woodland Railway 

June 24 (Saturday) – Board Mtg. 11:00am – Ted Tuck’s 

June 24 (Saturday) – Jean & Joel Magram 

*July 8 – Operating Session at Woodland Railway 

July 23 – Elaine & Marvin Senter 

*August 12 – Operating Session at Woodland Railway 

August 20 (Sunday) – Verna & Dusty  

*September 9 – Operating Session at Woodland Railway 

September 17 (Sunday) – Scott McDonald 

*October 14 – Operating Session at Woodland Railway 

October – Lynn Baldwin & Ted Tuck 

November – Lev, Jebby, & Boris Rasputnis 

December – No Meeting 

January 20, 2017 – WVMGRS Winter Gala at the Mid-

County Recreation Center 
 

*Woodland Railway Operating Session – Operating 

sessions usually start around 10:00 AM, bring your own 

lunch and drinks. Please contact Ben Bates with any 

further questions. 

Mr. Clean Magic Eraser 
by Mary Mullen 

Jack wanted to remove some lettering from one of his trains, 

but didn’t know what would work the best. I went out to the 

web and did some research. I found one gentleman who said 

he “heard” that Mr. Clean Magic Eraser worked, but had not 

tried himself – it does work! A little firm rubbing and all the 

factory applied paint is gone! There was no damage to the 

metal. Now Jack is happy – he can apply his NYC lettering. 

January 21 – Fairfax Station 

February –  

March – Mary & Jack Mullen 

April –  

May – Shel & Geoff Cullison 

June – Patty & John Waters-

Heflin 

Interested in attending a meeting or an operating session? 

Please send a note to the webmaster@wvmgrs.org, and he 

will send you information. 

Thanks to Members Who Helped 
at Team “Un-layout” 

by Sue Schmaltz 

When Molly VanBronkhurst asked for some help to dismantle 

Dave’s layout, John Waters-Heflin, Jim O’Connell, Ralph Fox, 

Peter Drymalski, Steve Weiss, and Jeff & Sue Schmaltz 

showed up at the VonBronkhurst home Saturday morning at 

10:00 am. We finished in no time at all. Thank you all for 

helping, Molly really appreciated it, and ordered pizza for all of 

us! Alan Sinclair also volunteered, but wasn’t available until 

about noon, and by then we had finished the work. 

The hitch for our trailer is not used 

every time the trailer is towed. We 

would like to find a member in 

Virginia who would be able to 

store it in their garage, storage 

shed, etc. It is about 4 feet long. 

If you can help out, please give 

Gregg Hendrickson a call or send 

an email to 

equipment@wvmgrs.org.  

 

Trailer Hitch 

July – 

August 20 – Verna & Dusty Suit 

September – 

October – Lynn Baldwin & Ted 

Tuck 

November –  

December – 

mailto:webmaster@wvmgrs.org
mailto:equipment@wvmgrs.org
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Photos – Herndon Festival, June 3-4, 2017 
Thank-you to the following members: Ralph Fox, John Waters-Heflin, Jebby Rasputnis,  

Sue Schmaltz, Dillon Fitzgerald 

More on next page 
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Photos – Herndon Festival, June 3-4, 2017 
Thank-you to the following members: Ralph Fox, John Waters-Heflin, Jebby Rasputnis,  

Sue Schmaltz, Dillon Fitzgerald 
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Preface: On Saturday, May 20, a group of us met at Molly VanBronkhurst’s home to help take down the train layout her 

husband had in place for several years. Dave passed away last year and it was time to dismantle it. Seven of us joined Molly 

and in no time had finished our chores. Molly ordered pizza for lunch and we had a wonderful visit with her and each other. We 

were talking about older trains and one of the conversations included a ride on the Turbo Train. I looked it up, and found this 

great photo, and Steve provided the short article below about his experiences. (Editor) 

 

For many of the years I worked in Boston (three or four decades ago!) my job required frequent trips to New York. The usual 

travel plan was a flight from Boston to LaGuardia airport in NY, followed by a nasty and not cheap taxi ride to Manhattan. Being 

an enlightened rail fan, I took the train from South Station in Boston instead, whenever I could. Some time, in the late 1960's, I 

think, there was much excitement about a new Turbo Train, making a regular run between Boston and NYC. The train was 

made by the Connecticut-based Sikorsky company, a big defense contractor most famous for its helicopters. Needless to say, I 

got a ticket on the Turbo Train on my first opportunity. It was a nice ride, fast and smooth, over right of way that had been 

upgraded. En route I chatted with a more knowledgeable rail buff. He said that the train was nice, good to have, but in the olden 

days the fast steam-powered trains made the run in better time. At any rate, I don't recall that the Turbo Train lasted very long. 

Nonetheless, I continued my use of trains rather than airplanes for my frequent Boston-NYC runs. On one occasion, in winter, 

several colleagues and I were bound for a meeting in NYC. We were hit by a pretty bad snow storm. My train was thirteen 

hours late, but comfortable; my colleagues were more than a day late by plane. 

A Ride on the Sikorsky Turbo Train 
by Steve Weiss 

For more information about this train see: 
 
http://sikorskyarchives.com/Turbo_Train.php 
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Delmarva Railroad Follow-Up 
by Ralph Fox 

Shortly after my article on the new Delmarva Railroad appeared in the May, 2017 WVMGRS Newsletter, I had another 

opportunity to return to the Delaware Coast, and I decided to check out all of the former Norfolk Southern haunts where I 

usually find locomotives or yard action. 

 

First I returned to Harrington, DE, where a second DCR SD40-2 #3505 joined the previously-seen #3502 in classifying cars in 

the yard and causing an extensive road backup. 

Then I went to Seaford, DE, where a small yard serves Perdue grain elevators as well as being the interchange point with the 

Maryland & Delaware Railroad. Here I found a DCR switcher #1563 as well as SWP 2003, a rebuilt GP11. 

Continued on next page 
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Delmarva Railroad Follow-Up (cont.) 

At the NRG Indian River Power Plant in Millsboro, DE, I found AVR 2007 (another GP11) guarding some grain hoppers headed 

for a different destination. The Allegheny Valley Railroad is another subsidiary of the parent Carload Express that owns both 

DCR and SWP. There also was a well-worn DCLR (short line Delaware Coast Line RR) ex-Conrail GE23-7 engine #4024 in the 

power plant yard. 

Continued on next page 
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Delmarva Railroad Follow-Up (cont.) 

Finally, at Thoro-Goods Concrete Co, also in Millsboro, I found SWP 2002, another GP 11  

So it seems to me that the DCR is pretty well infused into the railroad scene in southern Delaware, calling on its sister 

railroads for motive power support until it can fill out its own roster of locomotives. 

While going through old photos, I came upon one taken at the Domes in Milwaukee, Wisconsin back in 2002, 
when we were members of the Wisconsin Garden Railway Society. The employees actually put the track 
down for us and we ran for a few weeks every year.  Photo by Sue Schmaltz 



Emails for Officers Emails for Committee Chairs 

President: president@wvmgrs.org  

Vice President: vicepresident@wvmgrs.org 

Membership: membership@wvmgrs.org 

Newsletter: newsletter@wvmgrs.org 

Webmaster: webmaster@wvmgrs.org 
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The Washington, Virginia & Maryland 

Garden Railway Society 
  

Elected Officers for 2017: 

President: Shel Cullison 

Vice President: Jebby Rasputnis  

Secretary: Jean Magram  

Treasurer: Elaine Senter  

  

Standing Committee Chairs:  

Newsletter: Susan Schmaltz  

Membership: Ted Tuck  

Mtg. & Activities: Mike Carski  

Company Store: Shel Cullison 

Equipment: Gregg Hendrickson  

Show: Jeff Mitulla  

Trailer: Gregg Hendrickson  

Show Garden: John Waters-Heflin  

Web Site: Sue & Jeff Schmaltz  

  

Membership in the Society is open to anyone. 

The Society's monthly meetings are held at 

member's homes in good weather and at public 

meeting halls during the cold weather months. It 

is the Society's intent to alternate meeting 

places between Virginia and Maryland areas. 

Meetings also alternate between Saturday and 

Sunday, allowing for the varied schedules of our 

members.  

  

All are invited to bring trains, track and rolling 

stock to all general membership meetings. 

Ideas for the hobby are presented at the 

meetings thru demonstrations, slide shows, 

videotapes, and workshops. Varied interest of 

our members include live steam, scratch 

building, hand laying track, rock gardening, 

Bonsai, and collecting. Most members operate 

Gauge 1 track, but any gauge or scale is 

welcome in the society. 

  

Business meetings are held separately to allow 

for the most enjoyment at General Membership 

Meetings. All voting members are welcome to 

attend these as well.  

  

Membership dues are $20 for individual 

membership, and $30 per family membership, 

per calendar year. Checks may be made 

payable to WVMGRS. The dues are used for 

the monthly newsletter, meeting refreshments, 

and any incidental expenses. 

  
  

 Are you Interested in Joining the 
WVMGRS? 

Dues are prorated depending on the month you join. 

 

Name _____________________________________ 

Spouse _____________________________ 

Children _____________________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

City _________________ State _____Zip _________ 

Home Phone (_____)_____________         

Work Phone (_____)_____________   

Cell Phone (_____)______________ 

Email: ___________________________________ 

Membership Jan/Mar Apr/Jun Jul/Sep Oct/Dec 

Individual $20 $15 $10 $5 

Family $30 $22 $15 $7 

Below is a Membership Form. You can print this page of the newsletter, 

fill it out and send it to our Membership Chair at: 

 

Ted Tuck 

2312 Haddon Place 

Bowie, MD 20716 

 

Check one box on the left and circle amount enclosed: 

Information about the monthly meeting is posted on the Members’ 

Only section of our website. Notification of new postings and other 

Club announcements are sent by email. If you don’t have email, you 

can arrange for a B&W mailed copy of the newsletter and directions, 

etc., for the meetings through the newsletter editor. 

For more information about our club, please send an email to our 

Membership Chair, Ted Tuck, at membership@wvmgrs.org.  

 

For questions, the following officers/chairs can help you: 

Facebook: Washington Virginia 

Maryland Garden Railway Society 

mailto:president@wvmgrs.org
mailto:vicepresident@wvmgrs.org
mailto:membership@wvmgrs.org
mailto:newsletter@wvmgrs.org
mailto:webmaster@wvmgrs.org
mailto:membership@wvmgrs.org
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7601 Bear Forest Road 

Hanover, MD 21076 

Incorporated May 29, 1991 

501(C) (3) Tax Exempt Status 

July 2, 1992 

  
http://www.wvmgrs.org 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Society  

Another shot at one of the Turbo trains. I think this one is in Chicago 


