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Panorama of our town

The WV&M Line
We never met a garden we couldn’t train!TM

The start of our adventure this year was met with a roadblock, literally. A police car was parked across the access to our site. 
After a few exasperating moments, the officer was located and the access to our site was cleared. Shel divided the group into
teams and the two main track loops were soon underway. The complete layout was roughed in by lunchtime. We reassembled 
at the Beans in the Belfry for a chance to straighten out the back and refuel. On the way Mike Carski spotted two private 
railcars attached to the passing Amtrak (Mike misses nothing). By mid-afternoon, all the tracks were banded, shimmed – lots 
and lots of shims – and tested and we were ready to run trains.

Saturday dawned with beautiful sunshine. Buildings vehicles and trains were placed on the layout and by the time the first kids 
showed up we were running full bore. The crowds were outstanding. All day there were kids lining the ropes. The tables set up
for the food venders were full all day with people sitting so as to watch the trains. The Kids loop was never at a loss for junior 
engineers waiting to take their turn. There was one young lad in an Amtrak tee shirt who spent several hours being excited to
the point of jumping up and down every time the Genesis engine circled the tracks. He also took the liberty of “sounding the 
horn” himself on every lap. Many of us had great conversations with folks interested in the club or just interested in talking 
trains. A great day was had by all.

Sunday was a different story. The rains came. We set up and two or three trains running at the start time. A couple of brave 
souls came by with umbrellas but they were few and far between. By about 11am the rain was coming down more steady. We 
felt it was too wet to continue. Shell called Terri (the overall event coordinator), who said she understood, and brought over our 
stipend. Lucky for us that Sue & Jeff Schmaltz thought to bring lots of towels to help dry off track and trains before packing 
them up. We were also lucky to have a visit from Boris Rasputnis. He was not scheduled to work but he was in the 
neighborhood on a buying expedition. He pitched in to make the packing of the trailer go much faster. Since it was raining we
had to remove everything from the floor of the trailer and stack it under our tent off the ground. Teams picked up track sorted it 
and dried it while Boris and I were able to replace all the track in their respective places without moving any of the roll-arounds
out into the rain. It meant for some close work in tight spaces. All was completed by lunchtime. Some went for Mexican. Others 
opted for pizza. Everyone got home a little earlier and a lot wetter!

I want to thank everyone who helped make this year’s Brunswick Show a successful, but abbreviated, effort. The crew- Shel 
and Geoff Cullison, Joel and Jean Magram, Mike and Ruth Carski, Peter Drymalski, Keith and Cindy Galloway, Gregg and Ava 
Hendrickson, Arnie Hoffman, the Loll family, Rin Musser, Jim O’Connell, Boris Rasputinis, Sue and Jeff Schmaltz, Alan 
Sinclair, and John Waters- Heflin.

Brunswick Days 2017
by Joel Magram



2018 Meetings

The WV & M Line

Calendar of Events
Upcoming WVMGRS Displays Other Train Related Events

13th Annual Brookside Gardens Display
SETUP – November 11-22, 2017

November 24, 2017– January 1, 2018 
Brookside Botanical Gardens

Silver Spring, Maryland

28th Annual Holiday Train Show
December 2-3, 2017

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum
Fairfax, Virginia

Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show
December 2-3, 2017

Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, Maryland

Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show
December 16-17, 2017

Dulles Expo Center
Chantilly, Virginia
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All meetings start at 1:00 pm, unless otherwise 
noted.

November 11 (Saturday) – Lev, Jebby, & Boris 
Rasputnis

December – No Meeting

January 20, 2018 (Saturday evening) –
WVMGRS Winter Gala at the Mid-County 
Recreation Center

January 21 – Fairfax Station

February –

March – Mary & Jack Mullen

April –

May – Shel & Geoff Cullison

June – Patty & John Waters-Heflin

July –

August 20 – Verna & Dusty

September –

October – Lynn Baldwin & Ted Tuck

November –

December –

Contact Mike Carski if you want to sign up 
for a meeting in 2018

Kudos for
Brookside Display

by Jeff Schmaltz

While "Googling" around for new displays to add to Grandpa's 
Holiday Train Garden list, I came upon the following page 
(probably from 2015):

http://www.localkidsdayout.com/holiday-train-displays.html

Scroll down to (or search for) Brookside and note that our 
display is listed as "AN LKDO FAVORITE", the only one to be 
so honored! (LKDO stands for “Local Kids Day Out”)

Brookside Construction

By the time you read this it will be less than a week before we 
start construction on this year's Brookside display. I had 
previously sent out a static spreadsheet where you could see 
what days and times were available, unfortunately response 
has been very low.

I will be also be making the construction spreadsheet available 
as a google.doc where you can actually input your own days 
and hours so that Iand everyone else can see your input, but 
the important thing is please use one method or another, but 
wait, there is still another way, you can either call me at
(301 829 6110) or email me (granthberry@aol.com). The 
folks at Brookside have given us an extra couple of days this 
year, so we will be starting on Saturday, November 11, at 
9:00am, I know that is also the day of the November club 
meeting, but did you know that Jebby and Boris only live 
about 10-15 minutes from Brookside, so it would be easy 
to come by Brookside for a couple of hours and still make 
it to the club meeting.

by Grant Berry
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AMTRAK Autumn Express 2017
by Jim Kasik

On Oct. 15,2017 we took the AMTRAK Autumn Express 2017 Hudson River Loop excursion. This was an all day 289 mile trip 
that started in Penn Station, NY and traveled North along the West side of the Hudson River then reversed to travel the East 
side back to Penn Station. Both myself and my brother Phil would recommend this trip next year for anyone in the club. It

We continued North past the Stony Point Lighthouse built in1826 and is the oldest one of the seven lighthouses left along the 
Hudson. Since our passenger train was the first to travel on the West side in the last 50 years, we saw many rail fans taking
photos along the way.

We went under the 2225 foot Bear Mountain suspension bridge, past West Point, built in1778, under Newburg-Beacon bridge 
carrying I84 traffic, and then under the Mid-Hudson bridge which was once one of largest suspension bridge in the world. 
Across the river we could see the first nuclear power plant in NY, Indian Point Energy Center. We then passed under the old 
6767’ Poughkeepsie RR bridge which is now a pedestrian walkway.

Phil on the left, 
Jim on the right.

Continued on next page

Newburg-Beacon Bridge

requires a stay overnight in NYC and 
probably another after the trip as the 
excursion does not return until 7 PM. It was 
great to be on the first PASSENGER train on 
the West side tracks in 50 years. After 
returning home, I got interested in learning 
more about Penn Station. WOW!! Photos of 
the original station are breathtaking.

The day after our trip we also visited the 
9/11 Memorial Museum. It was awesome, 
personal, and sad. Well worth a visit.

We left Penn Station at 8 AM with a forward 
diesel, followed by an electric engine, 18 
passenger cars, and a rear diesel. This 
consist is required because Penn Station 
does not allow diesels on their station 
tracks, only electric. We proceeded North to 
Haverstraw, NY on the Hudson’s West side 
after picking up additional passengers in 
Newark, NJ. Now we were under diesel 
power.
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AMTRAK Autumn Express 2017
(continued from previous page)

Subtle facts learned:

• The Hudson is tidal, as much as 4 feet, and is salty around the Battery of NYC, turning brackish, and then is fresh water 
above Newburg Bay. At Haverstraw, NY, it is 3.5 miles wide but only 20 feet deep outside the shipping channel.

• The town of Piedmont along the West side has a one mile pier into the Hudson. During WW II, this pier was the 
embarkation point for US troops headed for Europe and called Camp Shanks. It processed 1.3 million troops and about 
75% of those involved in D-Day.

• Haverstraw, NY was the brick capital of the world with 130 brickyards in the area.

• Cold Spring RR Station dates back to 1893 and just South of there was the West Point foundry built in 1832. It was here 
that the first American steam locomotive was cast. Also, during the Civil War, it produced 2500 cannons per week for the 
Union Army. 

• The Hudson, NY, Railroad Station is the oldest (built in 1874) AMTRAK station.

At Selkirk, NY, we reversed direction and crossed over the Hudson on the Alfred H. Smith Memorial bridge. We had a scenic 
South run for the next 112 miles crossing several creeks, passing under the Rip VanWinkle bridge built in 1935, the1869 
Saugerties lighthouse(now a B&B) and then under the Kingston-Rhinecliff bridge built in 1957. 

Hudson-Athens Lighthouse

Poughkeepsie Walkway Bridge 
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West Virginia Music & Rails Weekend
by Joel Magram

When not spending all our time playing trains, Jean and I also spend a lot of time with the Columbia Ski Club. That club does
“more than Ski”. They schedule several non-ski trips. The weekend of October 13,14and 15, we were fortunate to have booked 
spaces in the Music and Rails weekend. The trip leader cornered me as soon as the trip was announced – “You’re the train 
guy, you should love this”. Indeed, I did. We drove to Elkins, West Virginia on Friday to check-in to the Isaac Jackson Hotel by
3:30. Our first Show was at the Gandy Dancer Restaurant. Dinner at 5:30 and Show at 7:00. The show was a fine mix of 
country, bluegrass, oldies and railroad songs. The musicians were all extremely talented to the point that at any point in a song 
if a person approached the stage to take a selfi, before the shutter could click, several of the performers would appear in the 
background. Not a note was missed or the choreography noticeably altered. 

Continued on next page

The next morning after the 
complementary breakfast, we 
walked from the hotel to the train 
station. The New Tygart Flyer was 
waiting at the station. The Western 
Maryland FA unit was coupled with 
a B&O GP9. We had reserved 
seats in a dining car for the 4-hour 
round trip to the high falls. After we 
left the station and crossed the first 
trestle, lunch was served. A make 
your own sandwich bar with all the 
fixing was setup. We carried our 
masterpieces back to our table to 
enjoy while the woods and streams 
passed by the windows. The train 
stopped at the falls so that we could 
enjoy a short hike to the scenic 
view of the falls. After enough

photos were taken, we re-boarded the train for the return journey.

Back in the Elkins Depot the gift shop was a must visit. Dinner for Saturday was scheduled for the Rail Yard Restaurant which
was just across the parking lot from the depot. We decided to spend the time before dinner visiting the West Virginia Railroad 
Museum which was just a few passenger car lengths down the tracks from the depot. The exhibits explained the history of the 
WV logging industry. 

The dinner was down home fried 
chicken and meatloaf in large 
quantities with assorted sides. 
Home made pies were for dessert. 
For those interested there was an 
ice cream parlor attached next 
door. After dessert, we were 
directed upstairs to the hall for 
“The greatest Show on Rails”. The 
trip was a virtual train trip across 
country with stops in various rail 
hubs. Each stop had a brief history 
of the significant rail roads then a 
sampling of the music associated 
with each city. Guest appearances 
from Elvis, Dolly Parton, BB King, 
Donnie and Marie, Marilyn 
Monroe, Jimmi Hendrix and Stevie 
Nix made each stop something 
special. All the talented musicians 
are all members of the same 
extended family. 

Photo from the WV Railroad Museum
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West Virginia Music & Rails Weekend
Continued from previous page

When not spending all our time playing trains, Jean and I also spend a lot of time with the Columbia Ski Club. That club does
“more than Ski”. They schedule several non-ski trips. The weekend of October 13,14and 15, we were fortunate to have booked 
spaces in the Music and Rails weekend. The trip leader cornered me as soon as the trip was announced – “You’re the train 
guy, you should love this”. Indeed, I did. We drove to Elkins, West Virginia on Friday to check-in to the Isaac Jackson Hotel by
3:30. Our first Show was at the Gandy Dancer Restaurant. Dinner at 5:30 and Show at 7:00. The show was a fine mix of 
country, bluegrass, oldies and railroad songs. The musicians were all extremely talented to the point that at any point in a song 
if a person approached the stage to take a selfie, before the shutter could click, several of the performers would appear in the 
background. Not a note was missed or the choreography noticeably altered. 

Sunday we had to check out of the hotel right after breakfast so that we could make the about 38-mile drive to Durbin to catch 
the 10 am Durbin Rocket. I was expecting the climax of the trip to be a Climax engine. Much to my surprise, there was a 
Heisler from Cass Scenic Railway on the tracks. The Climax was overdue for an overhaul and was trucked to the shops in 
Cass. This turned out to be a fortuitous turn of events. As I was gleaning this information from the crew, I managed to wangle 
permission to ride in the cab on the return trip. This was my personal highlight. I got to blow all the whistles on the way back
and even took a turn stoking the boiler. We had a light picnic lunch at rail side tables back in Durbin. Some in the group took off 
for home others decided to reconvene at Blackwater Falls State park for a hike to the falls before the drive back to civilization 

Fall Colors

Stoking the Coal

Heisler from Cass
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Train Gardens in the Mid-Atlantic
by Steve Weiss

The latest AAA World magazine has an interesting article, “Full Steam Ahead – Spotting train gardens in the Mid-Atlantic.” It 
describes a Christmastime tradition of setting up “miniature trains” in a “Christmas garden” or “train garden.” Oddly, I thought, 
the author states that the tradition is “unique to this region, particularly Maryland and Eastern Pennsylvania.” I grew up in 
Eastern Pennsylvania and holiday trains were quite prevalent around there. It’s my impression that they have been pretty 
popular elsewhere.

The tradition seems to have come here via immigrants from southern Germany, beginning with a crèche depicting Christ’s 
birth in Bethlehem. The scene expanded with more detail, the Holy Family “was largely removed,” trains were introduced, and 
they took over. So the story goes.

Why the association of trains with Christmas? The connection seems to be with the pleasant travel by train to join loved ones 
for the holidays. If trains hadn’t occupied the place of honor in holiday “gardens” we might otherwise have crowded model 
highways around the tree with blaring horns for sound effects. 

Fire departments played a role in popularizing train displays. Many firehouses had them. They became increasingly intricate 
and were popular for holiday visits. The director of the Fire Museum of Maryland, which has its own annual display in Towson, 
notes that “Firefighting was simpler in those [early 20th century] days, and you had firemen who had a lot of time on their hands 
and would make models and sell them.” Train displays that engaged the community evolved from that activity.

I’m pleased to note that the article’s list of holiday train gardens includes Brookside Garden, the Fairfax Station Railroad 
Museum and, one of my favorites – Hagerstown Roundhouse Museum.

Here’s the link: https://midatlantic.aaa.com/aaaworld/article/?Id={1240B17F-7E12-40EB-A50E-833378AFB1E4}

Morris Arboretum
Photo Courtesy of R. Kennedy For Visit Philadelphia Photo from the article in AAA World
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The Washington, Virginia & Maryland 
Garden Railway Society

Elected Officers for 2017:
President: Shel Cullison
Vice President: Jebby Rasputnis 
Secretary: Jean Magram 
Treasurer: Elaine Senter 

Standing Committee Chairs: 
Newsletter: Susan Schmaltz 
Membership: Ted Tuck 
Mtg. & Activities: Mike Carski 
Company Store: Shel Cullison
Equipment: Grant Berry
Show: Jeff Mitulla 
Trailer: Gregg Hendrickson 
Show Garden: John Waters-Heflin 
Web Site: Sue & Jeff Schmaltz

Membership in the Society is open to anyone.
The Society's monthly meetings are held at
member's homes in good weather and at public
meeting halls during the cold weather months. It
is the Society's intent to alternate meeting
places between Virginia and Maryland areas.
Meetings also alternate between Saturday and
Sunday, allowing for the varied schedules of our
members.

All are invited to bring trains, track and rolling
stock to all general membership meetings.
Ideas for the hobby are presented at the
meetings thru demonstrations, slide shows,
videotapes, and workshops. Varied interest of
our members include live steam, scratch
building, hand laying track, rock gardening,
Bonsai, and collecting. Most members operate
Gauge 1 track, but any gauge or scale is
welcome in the society.

Business meetings are held separately to allow
for the most enjoyment at General Membership
Meetings. All voting members are welcome to
attend these as well.

Membership dues are $20 for individual
membership, and $30 per family membership,
per calendar year. Checks may be made
payable to WVMGRS. The dues are used for
the monthly newsletter, meeting refreshments,
and any incidental expenses.

Are you Interested in Joining the
WVMGRS?

Dues are prorated depending on the month you join.

Name _____________________________________

Spouse _____________________________

Children _____________________________________

Address ____________________________

City _________________ State _____Zip _________

Home Phone (_____)_____________

Work Phone (_____)_____________

Cell Phone (_____)______________

Email: ___________________________________

Membership Jan/Mar Apr/Jun Jul/Sep Oct/Dec

Individual $20 $15 $10 $5

Family $30 $22 $15 $7

Below is a Membership Form. You can print this page of the newsletter, 
fill it out and send it to our Membership Chair at:

Ted Tuck
2312 Haddon Place
Bowie, MD 20716

Check one box on the left and circle amount enclosed:

Information about the monthly meeting is posted on the Members’ 
Only section of our website. Notification of new postings and other 
Club announcements are sent by email. If you don’t have email, you 
can arrange for a B&W mailed copy of the newsletter and directions, 
etc., for the meetings through the newsletter editor.

For more information about our club, please send an email to our 
Membership Chair, Ted Tuck, at membership@wvmgrs.org. 

For questions, the following officers/chairs can help you:

Facebook: Washington Virginia Maryland 
Garden Railway Society (WVMGRS)
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The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Society

Blackwater Falls – Joel & Jean enjoying the falls during their WV trip


