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We never met a garden we couldn’t train!TM
Brookside 2017-18 Update

December 2017

by Grant Berry
The folks at Brookside were able to give us an extra weekend for construction this year and it allowed some of our members
who are still working during the week to participate more and after 11 days of work we once again were again to complete a
beautiful display and also for the first time not to have the day before Thanksgiving as a work day so people could begin to
relax in preparation for their holiday events or travel.
My heartfelt thanks go out to all of you who were able to come and share in our team effort. As usual, we are in the middle of
our staffing efforts for docent opportunities. This year everyone is able to go online and view the entire schedule and all the
openings and then compare the openings to your personal schedule and then do your own input, from a scheduling point of
view this eliminates a lot of back and forth calls and emails.
We will be providing docents up until January 1st and then begin the tear down process on January 2nd and 3rd. Also, Brookside
has decided to close on both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day (Yea) Our first weekend was apparently another record
setting occasion with lines on Friday night, all day Saturday and Sunday, with as usual many compliments on the display itself
and expressions of gratitude for us being willing to do this each year, so as the quote goes “build it and they will come”
certainly applies to our yearly display at Brookside. Now that one holiday is over and as a club we are now past having the
display at Fairfax Station, I hope that many of you will be able to look at the schedule and help fill our remaining docent
opportunities. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or text me (301-829-6110), and email will also work,
granthberry@aol.com.
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Calendar of Events
Upcoming WVMGRS Displays

Other Train Related Events

13th Annual Brookside Gardens Display

Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show

SETUP – November 11-22, 2017
November 24, 2017– January 1, 2018
Brookside Botanical Gardens
Silver Spring, Maryland

December 2-3, 2017
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, Maryland

Greenberg’s Great Train & Toy Show

28th Annual Holiday Train Show

December 16-17, 2017
Dulles Expo Center
Chantilly, Virginia

December 2-3, 2017
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum
Fairfax, Virginia

2017 Meetings & Activities
December – No Meeting
January 20, 2018 6:00-9:00pm – WVMGRS
Winter Gala at the Mid-County Recreation
Center
2004 Queensguard Road, Silver Spring, MD

2018 Meetings
January 21 – Fairfax Station
February –
March – Mary & Jack Mullen
April –
May – Shel & Geoff Cullison
June – Patty & John Waters-Heflin
July –
August 20 – Verna & Dusty
September –

Short Articles, Etc.

Wonderland in Hamburg, Germany
Remember the two brothers in Germany who had a wonderful
model railway that was something to see? This is an update
of their German Wonderland.
A short review: it was started by two brothers as a place to
show their hobby and it began to grow by leaps & bounds.
Soon they were joined by other 'Model Railroad Clubs' and
other craftsmen. Some were electricians, model makers,
carpenters, computer programmers. Their wives would stop
by to see what they were doing and usually bring them a
lunch.
One thing led to another. Three of the ladies had worked at a
bakery, several visitors would ask if they had a snack bar.
The idea was planted; some of the carpenters came and built
a nice restaurant area for the bakery and a kitchen, too. If the
fresh coffee smell didn't get you, then the bakery definitely
would. Over 400,000 man hours were spent making this
dream come true.
This was about 5 years ago. One of the breweries came and
furnished all the tables and chairs, serving counter etc. Their
latest finished area is the airport. Planes look like they are
flying and landing.

October – Lynn Baldwin & Ted Tuck
November –
December –
Contact Mike Carski if you want to sign up
for a meeting in 2018

German Wonderland

General Electric Selling Transportation
Business Unit
Interested in what’s going on with GE, who who plans to
dispose of it’s Transportation business unit (including BNSF)?
If so, check out this article from the Railway Gazette: GE
Selling Rail Business.
Jim Kasik sent this link to me. Thanks, Jim!
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Two Recipes from the November Meeting
by Ellen Salmon Loll
Several people asked for the recipes for the Walnut Cabbage Coleslaw and the Roasted Butternut Squash with Cranberries,
so here they are:
Below is the cranberry coleslaw recipe. It is based off this recipe http://www.geniuskitchen.com/recipe/cranberry-walnutcabbage-coleslaw-148855 , with a few tweaks, of course). I omitted the walnuts (although I love them) because I was
concerned that some people may not be able to eat them.

Cranberry Cabbage Coleslaw
(makes ~12 cups or so)

1/2 cup mayonnaise (I used Hellman's Light mayo)
2 Tablespoon sweet pickle relish
2 Tablespoon honey mustard
2 Tablespoon honey
1/2 teaspoon pepper (white or black)
1/4 teaspoon salt (! used the 50/50 "lite" salt)
1/4 teaspoon celery seed
One ~14-oz package shredded cabbage (like Dole's coleslaw mix)
One ~12-oz package "broccoli slaw" shredded broccoli, like Green Giant's
1/2 cup finely chopped celery (I used more - about 4 large stalks chopped up)
1/2 cup finely chopped onion (I used one medium yellow onion)
Phil on the left,
1/2 cup finely chopped sweet red or green pepper
Jim on the right.
1/2 cup dried cranberries (I used a bit more)
Optional: 2/3 cup chopped walnuts
Directions:
In a medium bowl, stir together mayonnaise, pickle relish, honey mustard, honey, pepper, salt, and celery seeds.
In a large bowl combine cabbage, broccoli slaw, celery, onion, sweet pepper, and cranberries. Add mayonnaise mixture to
cabbage mixture and toss to coat. Cover and chill for 1 to 6 hours.
Stir in the walnuts (if using) just before serving, or serve them in a bowl alongside for people to add if they choose.
Comments: This recipe can be halved - I made the larger amount listed above. You can also use only the shredded cabbage
mix, and not also the "broccoli slaw" mix (or vice versa).

Photo from November meeting at the Rasputnis’ home.

Ralph Fox photo
Page 3

The WV & M Line

Two Recipes

(cont. from previous page)

by Ellen Salmon Loll
Here's the roasted butternut squash recipe. It is based on https://www.wegmans.com/meals-cooking/recipes/vegetablesaccompaniments/roasted-butternut-squash-with-baby-spinach-cranberries.html , of course with a couple tweaks. I used a
longer, higher temperature roasting approach (from advice in an America's Test Kitchen cookbook), and the squash came out
so soft that I thought it might get too mushy if I stirred in the baby spinach, so I did not add the spinach. I made two separate
recipes for our meeting - you need to roast the squash in a single layer, and it cooks down quite a bit, especially when roasted
for that long.

Roasted Butternut Squash with Cranberries (total roasting time: about 45 minutes or so) (makes about 6 cups)
40 ounces to 3 lbs of cut-up butternut squash, in ~1/2 inch pieces (Giant and others sell them pre-cut)
1 large red onion, cut into ~1 inch pieces
3 TBL unsalted butter
1 TSP dried parsley, or 1 TBL fresh parsley, chopped

1/8 TSP dried thyme
1/8 TSP garlic powder
3/4 cup dried cranberries
Optional: 6 ounces fresh baby spinach
Directions:
Put oven rack on lowest level in your oven, then preheat to 425 F.

Phil
In a large bowl, mix cut-up squash and chopped red onion.

on the left,
Jim on the right.

Melt the 3 T of butter (e.g., cut up in pieces, covered, in microwave for about 30 seconds. Mix in the garlic powder, thyme,
and parsley/
1. Pour melted butter mixture over the squash and onion and mix well.
2. In a large rimmed baking sheet (lined with parchment paper, if you choose - I did not do that), arrange the squash
mixture in a single layer - a single layer is important for good roasting.
3. Put the baking sheet on the lowest rack in the oven and roast for 25 to 30 minutes, until the side touching the baking
sheet in the back of the oven is well browned.
4. Rotate the baking sheet (so the previous "backside" is in the front of the oven) and roast 6 to 10 minutes more, until that
new "backside" shows some browning.
5. Remove the baking sheet from the oven. With a metal spatula, flip the squash (and onion) pieces.
6. Roast another 10 to 15 minutes, until the squash is very tender, and the sides of the squash touching the baking sheet
are browned.
7. Put the roasted squash mixture in a serving bowl, and toss gently with the dried cranberries and the spinach (if using).
Comments:
I used a large (~12"x18" or so) heavy aluminum rimmed baking sheet, and it worked well for this. You can use 3
Tablespoons of "Wegman's Basting Oil" instead of the melted butter, parsley, thyme, and garlic powder mixture.
To reheat a recipe made ahead of time:
• Pre-heat oven to 350F.
• Spray-coat with canola oil a large baking pan (I think a 9"x13" cake pan would have worked fine for my double recipe).
• Gently place the squash mixture in the pan - you don't need to worry about having only a single layer of squash for the
reheating step.
• Cover with foil and bake until heated (probably 30 minutes or a bit longer).
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Follow up on Elkins, WV
by Steve Bittinger
I read the article by Joel regarding the Elkins WV trip and thought our club members might enjoy some additional information.
I had my speeder rail car in Elkins for a trip with thirty other cars in mid-October. The rail operations there are really expanding.
We had the opportunity to meet with John Smith, the president of the Durbin and Greenbrier Railroad. John's company
operates four railroads; three are in West Virginia, Durbin & Greenbrier, West Virginia Central, and the Cass Scenic Railroad.
John was previously involved in the trucking business and started into railroading with the acquisition of a Climax locomotive.
His first tourist operation became the Durbin Rocket, which operates on what was once the C&O Railroad trackage along the
Greenbrier River.The town of Durbin is their base of operation. Thereafter, he started the tourist trains out of Elkins on the
tracks of what was the Western Maryland Railway, now the West Virginia Central. The Elkins operation also has freight
operations. The West Virginia Central is headquartered in Belington, WV, about 15 miles from Elkins. Their rail yard there has a
very interesting collection of equipment.
The Cass operation came under their management last year when the West Virginia Parks Department decided to get out of
the railroad business. Cass has the largest collection of steam powered geared locomotives in the world. We drove over to
Cass to do some photos of the early morning trains departing and by chance met up with the construction crew working on
rebuilding the rail line from Cass to Durbin. This rail line was washed out by floods in 1985. If all goes as planned by next
year you will be able to take a train ride from Cass to Durbin. (That may be a great reason to go to Cass for the first time,
or go back to Cass even though you’ve been there before!!)
John also gave an update on their caboose lodging operation. You can have the railroad take you to the end of the tracks about
five miles out of Durbin, where they will leave you for overnight stays along the Greenbrier River. They have two cabooses fully
Phil
on the
left,
outfitted with everything from kitchen to bunks and even
a shower.
Plans
are to add two more cabooses, as the current wait is
300 days plus to get a reservation. On Saturday, October
15,
we
operated
our railcars 62 miles all the way to the end of the line
Jim on the right.
up to Spruce, the highest railroad elevation in the eastern United States. The West Virginia Central operates a train from Cheat
Bridge to Spruce, called the Cheat Mountain Salamander. At Spruce the rail line is joined to the Cass Scenic Railroad by a
new track, which makes it possible to see the steam trains climbing up and down to the high peak of Bald Mountain.
Thanks to John and the West Virginia State Rail Authority for having the foresight to preserve and invest in this great region of
mountain railroading.

Photo from website
www.mountainrailwv.com
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Phil on the left,
Jim on the right.

Photos by Ralph Fox from the
November meeting
at the Rasputnis’ home.
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UP Ghost Caboose
by John Waters-Heflin
This past September my wife and I traveled west through
some of our countries most beautiful areas while visiting our
National Parks, driving as far west as Death Valley
(remember 20-Mule Team Borax?). Along the way the plan
was that we would stop-off at a number of these parks
around the Grand Loop after all it was our Twenty-fifth
wedding anniversary. We had decided on this excursion to
celebrate our special time, driving because my wife doesn’t
fly, yet loves to travel.
Once out west and stopping off at a number of parks some
over night we had some built-in extra time. One really wasn’t
a side trip but was to see and hear Celine Dion perform in
Vegas at Caesars Palace on our actual anniversary date.
Her 3-hour performance is well worth the bucks. Fabulous!
Ok, here’s an earlier spur-of-the-moment side trip on the
same day, one that definitely was not scheduled, but so
worth it. As we left Death Valley on our last day there during
a cold snap of 95 degrees we headed north into Nevada
towards Vegas for the show. Since we were already going to
Las Vegas there were several ghost towns we figured we
would like to see on the way. The first closest to our route
was one of the three we considered stopping to check out.
This particular ghost town was a turn of the century mining
town by the name of Ryolite located just over the CaliforniaNevada border into Nevada according to our AAA Map. Like
so many ghost towns in the west Ryolite had been a gold
and silver mining boon-town not of the late 1800’s, but of the
very early 1900’s. This ghost town turned out to be so very
interesting by the time we finally left Ryolite there wasn’t
enough time for the other two ghost towns and still make
Vegas in time.

As we neared this ghost town we really didn’t expect to see
much as it is with most ghost towns we’ve been to on other
trips out west. Maybe at best this time there might be some
faint hint of ruins possibly remaining of its wooden structures
in various stages of decay, or as with all the others we’ve
seen there’s been nothing at all? Quite surprisingly once we
made our way to a parking spot on a Ryolite hillside there
actually were buildings to see in ruin. This particular ghost
town with its mining past still had structures standing after
117 years. From what we could surmise as we looked
around many of the buildings of Ryolite had been
constructed from the abundance of local stone, poured
concrete, and brick - yes stone, concrete, and brick! Any
buildings that may have existed of wood of that time were
not evident, long gone to the regions harsh elements just
like the other ghost towns we’ve visited and not seen.
Interestingly enough, because of the materials used in the
town’s construction, many buildings had nearly complete
walls, but all without any semblance of a roof they had once.
Notably there was a school, a bank, Mercantile, Hardware,
and various types of other well-constructed buildings that
once had been businesses, all of which were there, still
standing spread out over the side of a hill.

Then we saw it! Off to one side sat a beautiful not-to-large
Spanish style building roof and all. With the exception of its
Spanish style it had the standard features of an older railroad
station still completely in tact! Had this building in this ghost
town been a station? How could this be? If it was where were
the railroad tracks it might have served? As for any possibility
of former tracks you could barely make out what looked to be
a cut running across the side of an adjacent hillside, yet there
was no indication there had been tracks within the town itself
or anywhere near this building. How could a possible station
still exist and be in such fine condition especially when all
other buildings still standing were in ruin?

As with many of the people out in these desolate areas out
west many use a 4-wheeler to get around. We saw them
everywhere! One 4-wheerler guy just happened to be passing
through this area on his way home at the same time we were
there. Fortunately the passer-by stopped when he saw us,
which allowed us to ask him if he knew anything about the
town and especially what we thought to be a station? He was
able to tell us a little about this town and that the complete
building had been a rail station, why it was there and still was
standing.

on the left, Jim on the right.

When the mines stopped producing rail service ended in
Ryolite. The station had become a casino for a time
maintained by its owners. In the station’s photos you’ll notice
it’s currently fenced in. The fence is only temporarily for the
renovation that was taking place inside. By who wasn’t known?
The roof had been recently replaced, but nothing more for
what purpose the former station was slated for? Still it’s a
beautiful building out in the middle of what seemed like
nowhere totally surrounded by the ruins of Ryolite! The nearest
“live” town is Beatty, Nevada approximately 10 miles away.

Continued on next page
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UP Ghost Caboose (continued)
And what was this? Directly across from the station was a
vintage wood-side, red Union Pacific caboose displaying
partially faded white numbers made out to be 3303. Oddly,
any semblance-of-trucks and/or wheels had long been
removed or perhaps even buried in the earth beneath
although the caboose actually appeared to be sitting directly
on the ground truck-less. Curiosity got the best of me even
with a “No Trespassing” sign displayed on the caboose. I
went inside as other curious visitors before me had.
Plywood barricades had been covering the end doors, but
one of these barricades had been pulled down allowing
access to the interior.

Immediately upon entering was a distinct, not so pleasant
smell of old paint and decaying wood. As I looked around
observing an interior of peeling green painted walls inside (see
photo) it wasn’t as big inside as the caboose seemed to
appear from the outside. The big question I had - why was this
caboose still there so long after the railroad had stopped?
Very puzzling? Had this caboose become left behind maybe
even stranded when rail service ended in Ryolite. Had it
become a storage shed for the casino? If not then what? And
there was nothing known about the caboose from the 4wheeler guy. So the “why” for it being there, seemingly wheelless, remains a mystery? Someone knows, but this 4-wheeling
rider didn’t and I haven’t been able to uncover anything since
returning home. It was fun finally to see the remains of a real
ghost town with its intact station and go inside old UP woodside caboose #3303.
However, before heading off on his 4-wheeler the guy did
mention an interesting thing he did know about the town.
During its mining hay-day Ryolite had over 10,000 residents.
Turns out Ryolite did have rail service. It had been originally
served by the Tonapah and Los Vegas Railroad (T&LV RR),
so the stations existence.
I did some inter-net searching, which told me a few more facts
about these two railroad in Ryolite. The T&LV RR later
became the Union Pacific, which continued rail service to
Ryolite, but not until 1926 when the T&LVRR was sold to the
UP, the caboose’s existence. All that remains today of Ryolite
are the stone/brick building’s walls, a fully intact beautiful
former rail station, and the slightly visible cuts on the hillside
where there once had been tracks, oh yes, and that wheelless Union Pacific #3303 caboose! Very, very interesting
indeed! If anyone is looking for a fun adventure to a real ghost
town while in southern Nevada, I highly recommend a stop-off
in Rolite. It is certainly one unique ghost town!
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Are you Interested in Joining the
WVMGRS?

The Washington, Virginia & Maryland
Garden Railway Society

Below is a Membership Form. You can print this page of the newsletter,
fill it out and send it to our Membership Chair at:
Ted Tuck
2312 Haddon Place
Bowie, MD 20716
Check one box on the left and circle amount enclosed:
Membership

Jan/Mar

Apr/Jun

Jul/Sep

Oct/Dec

Individual

$20

$15

$10

$5

Family

$30

$22

$15

$7

Dues are prorated depending on the month you join.

Spouse _____________________________
Children _____________________________________

Address ____________________________

All are invited to bring trains, track and rolling
stock to all general membership meetings.
Ideas for the hobby are presented at the
meetings thru demonstrations, slide shows,
videotapes, and workshops. Varied interest of
our members include live steam, scratch
building, hand laying track, rock gardening,
Bonsai, and collecting. Most members operate
Gauge 1 track, but any gauge or scale is
welcome in the society.

City _________________ State _____Zip _________
Home Phone (_____)_____________
Work Phone (_____)_____________
Cell Phone (_____)______________
Email: ___________________________________

For more information about our club, please send an email to our
Membership Chair, Ted Tuck, at membership@wvmgrs.org.
Information about the monthly meeting is posted on the Members’
Only section of our website. Notification of new postings and other
Club announcements are sent by email. If you don’t have email, you
can arrange for a B&W mailed copy of the newsletter and directions,
etc., for the meetings through the newsletter editor.
For questions, the following officers/chairs can help you:

President: president@wvmgrs.org
Vice President: vicepresident@wvmgrs.org

Emails for Committee Chairs
Membership: membership@wvmgrs.org
Newsletter: newsletter@wvmgrs.org
Webmaster: webmaster@wvmgrs.org

Facebook: Washington Virginia Maryland
Garden Railway Society (WVMGRS)

Standing Committee Chairs:
Newsletter: Susan Schmaltz
Membership: Ted Tuck
Mtg. & Activities: Mike Carski
Company Store: Shel Cullison
Equipment: Grant Berry
Show: Jeff Mitulla
Trailer: Gregg Hendrickson
Show Garden: John Waters-Heflin
Web Site: Sue & Jeff Schmaltz
Membership in the Society is open to anyone.
The Society's monthly meetings are held at
member's homes in good weather and at public
meeting halls during the cold weather months. It
is the Society's intent to alternate meeting
places between Virginia and Maryland areas.
Meetings also alternate between Saturday and
Sunday, allowing for the varied schedules of our
members.

Name _____________________________________

Emails for Officers

Elected Officers for 2017:
President: Shel Cullison
Vice President: Jebby Rasputnis
Secretary: Jean Magram
Treasurer: Elaine Senter
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Business meetings are held separately to allow
for the most enjoyment at General Membership
Meetings. All voting members are welcome to
attend these as well.

Membership dues are $20 for individual
membership, and $30 per family membership,
per calendar year. Checks may be made
payable to WVMGRS. The dues are used for
the monthly newsletter, meeting refreshments,
and any incidental expenses.

The WV & M Line
7601 Bear Forest Road
Hanover, MD 21076

Incorporated May 29, 1991
501(C) (3) Tax Exempt Status
July 2, 1992

http://www.wvmgrs.org
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The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Society

